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            Limericks Lesson Plan




Time: 1hr30- 1hr45

Level: Pre-Intermediate- Advanced 

Lesson Aims: 

By the end of the lesson, most students will be better able to identify and reproduce the rhythm and recurring stressed and unstressed syllables within the context of sentences in a limerick by writing and performing a limerick. 

Sub aims: 

By the end of the lesson, most students will be better able to recognise and reproduce final vowel and consonant sounds, by matching rhyming words in a limerick. 

By the end of the lesson, most students will be better able to recognise and reproduce reductions within sentences, by pronouncing sentences with the appropriate rhythm in a limerick.   

1. Hand out fact sheet. 

Modelling and Structure 

2. Model limerick and display. Drill with students. 

3. In small groups, students discuss first question. Feedback- reveal answer on slide. 

4. Repeat step 2 with second limerick. 

5. Students answer second question and then compare with others at their desk. 

Focus on Rhyme 

6. Display slide 4. Students discuss which word is the odd one out and why. Elicit that it is the final sound that makes the difference. 

7. Hand out words and students work in small groups to match rhyming words. Feedback- students move to different groups and compare. Answers on slide 5. 

Drill. Extension activity- pelmanism. 

8. Teacher picks a word and then points to students randomly. They must respond with a rhyming word within 5 seconds. 

9. Rhyming tennis- see slide 6 
Focus on Rhyming Patterns 

10. Hand out new limerick. In pairs, students underline the rhyming words and then identify the rhyming pattern. Answer questions 3 and 4 on fact sheet. 
Focus on Rhythm 

11. Drill limerick with exaggerated humming. 

12. Cut up rhythm lines on slide 9 and hand out to students. Students work in small groups to put in correct order. Feedback on slide 9. 

13. Answer question 5 on fact sheet. 
Focus on Weak and Stressed Forms 

14. Display limerick on slide 10. Invite students to come up to board and write stressed words (over the word already displayed). One student per line. 

15. Turn off projector and leave only stressed words. Drill only stressed words. 

16. Progressively delete stressed words and get students to drill whole lines until there are no words left. 
Controlled Practice 

17. In pairs, students complete short limerick in question 6. T monitors to provide help where required. Compare with another group. Feedback- Viral. 

18. Slide 12. Elicit answer to last question. Answer- provides punch line. 
Freer Practice  

19. Scaffold- Slide 13. In pairs students choose an opening line. 

20. Scaffold- In pairs students brainstorm as many rhyming words as possible. Feedback and extra suggestion on slide 14. 

21. In pairs, students use selected opening line and rhyming words to complete limerick. Emphasise that this is a difficult task and teacher will provide support. Teacher to choose appropriate context. 

22. Students practice performing finished limericks with a view to performing them in front of the whole class. 

23. Students perform limerick. 
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